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Convention concerning Home Work

Note: Date of coming into force - 22:04:2000
Convention: C177

Place: Geneva

Session of the Conference: 83

Date of adoption: 20:06:1996

Subject classification: Conditions of employment

Display the document in: French Spanish

Status: Up-to-date instrument

This Convention was adopted after 1985 and is densd up to date.
The General Conference of the International Laliongranization,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governiny Bbthe International Labour
Office, and having met in its Eighty-third Sessam4 June 1996, and

Recalling that many international labour Convergiand Recommendations laying
down standards of general application concerningking conditions are applicable to
homeworkers, and

Noting that the particular conditions charactegzimme work make it desirable to
improve the application of those Conventions andoRenendations to homeworkers,
and to supplement them by standards which takeaintount the special characteristics
of home work, and Having decided upon the adoptiocertain proposals with regard
to home work, which is the fourth item on the agenéithe session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall taé&dorm of an international
Convention;
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adopts, this twentieth day of June of the yeartbnasand nine hundred and ninety-six,
the following Convention, which may be cited as ltteame Work Convention, 1996:

Article 1
For the purposes of this Convention:

1. the term home work means work carried out bgragn, to be referred
to as a homeworker,

N. in his or her home or in other premises of hiber
choice, other than the workplace of the employer;

2. for remuneration;

».  which results in a product or service as spetlhig the
employer, irrespective of who provides the equipmen
materials or other inputs used,

unless this person has the degree of autonomyfawbaomic
independence necessary to be considered an indagemdrker under
national laws, regulations or court decisions;

2. persons with employee status do not become horkews within the
meaning of this Convention simply by occasionadlyfprming their
work as employees at home, rather than at theal wgorkplaces;

3. the term employer means a person, natural at, ladpo, either directly
or through an intermediary, whether or not interisieels are provided

for in national legislation, gives out home workparsuance of his or her
business activity.

Article2

This Convention applies to all persons carrying lsune work within the meaning of
Article 1.

Article3

Each Member which has ratified this Conventionlsiddpt, implement and

periodically review a national policy on home waikned at improving the situation of
homeworkers, in consultation with the most represg@m organizations of employers
and workers and, where they exist, with organizaticoncerned with homeworkers and
those of employers of homeworkers.

Article4

1. The national policy on home work shall promatefar as possible,
equality of treatment between homeworkers and otlagie earners,
taking into account the special characteristicsarhe work and, where
appropriate, conditions applicable to the same ©imédar type of work
carried out in an enterprise.

30



2. Equality of treatment shall be promoted, in jpatér, in relation to:

i. the homeworkers' right to establish or join argations
of their own choosing and to participate in thevitets
of such organizations;

il. protection against discrimination in employmenid
occupation;

iii. protection in the field of occupational safetgd health;

iv. remuneration;

v. statutory social security protection;
access to training;
vi. minimum age for admission to employment or wakd
vil. maternity protection.
Article5

The national policy on home work shall be implersernby means of laws and
regulations, collective agreements, arbitrationraaar in any other appropriate
manner consistent with national practice.

Article 6

Appropriate measures shall be taken so that lafiatistics include, to the extent
possible, home work.

Article7

National laws and regulations on safety and hedlilork shall apply to home work,
taking account of its special characteristics, stmall establish conditions under which
certain types of work and the use of certain sulgstsmay be prohibited in home work
for reasons of safety and health.

Article8

Where the use of intermediaries in home work isnitéed, the respective
responsibilities of employers and intermediariesldie determined by laws and
regulations or by court decisions, in accordandé national practice.

Article9

1. A system of inspection consistent with natidaal and practice shall
ensure compliance with the laws and regulation$icaiyte to home
work.
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2. Adequate remedies, including penalties whereagjate, in case of
violation of these laws and regulations shall bevjled for and
effectively applied.

Article 10

This Convention does not affect more favourablesisions applicable to homeworkers
under other international labour Conventions.

Article 11

The formal ratifications of this Convention shal tommunicated to the Director-
General of the International Labour Office for sttation.

Article 12

1. This Convention shall be binding only upon thivieeEmbers of the
International Labour Organization whose ratificaidhave been
registered with the Director-General of the Intéioreal Labour Office.

2. It shall come into force 12 months after theedat which the
ratifications of two Members have been registerét the Director-
General.

3. Thereatfter, this Convention shall come into éoim any Member 12
months after the date on which its ratification hasn registered.

Article 13

1. A Member which has ratified this Convention nd@ynounce it after the
expiration of ten years from the date on whichGaavention first
comes into force, by an act communicated to thedbar-General of the
International Labour Office for registration. Sutdnunciation shall not
take effect until one year after the date on witichregistered.

2. Each Member which has ratified this Conventind @hich does not,
within the year following the expiration of the et of ten years
mentioned in the preceding paragraph, exercisedgheof

3. denunciation provided for in this Article, wile bound for another
period of ten years and, thereafter, may denoumns&bnvention at the
expiration of each period of ten years under thesegorovided for in this
Atrticle.

Article 14

1. The Director-General of the International Lab@difice shall notify all
Members of the International Labour Organizationhef registration of
all ratifications and denunciations communicatedhgyMembers of the
Organization.
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2. When notifying the Members of the Organizatibthe registration of
the second ratification, the Director-General sthiedw the attention of
the Members of the Organization to the date upoiotwihe Convention
shall come into force.

Article 15

The Director-General of the International Laboufig@fshall communicate to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, for regigin in accordance with article 102
of the Charter of the United Nations, full partexd of all ratifications and acts of
denunciation registered by the Director-Generakicordance with the provisions of
the preceding Articles.

Article 16

At such times as it may consider necessary, theefdong Body of the International
Labour Office shall present to the General Confegeanreport on the working of this
Convention and shall examine the desirability atplg on the agenda of the
Conference the question of its revision in wholéngpart.

Article 17

1. Should the Conference adopt a new Conventiasimgvthis Convention
in whole or in part, then, unless the new Conventitherwise provides -

I. the ratification by a Member of the new revising
Convention shall ipso jure involve the immediate

il. denunciation of this Convention, notwithstarglime
provisions of Article 13 above, if and when the new
revising Convention shall have come into force;

iii. as from the date when the new revising Conent
comes into force, this Convention shall cease togsn
to ratification by the Members.

2. This Convention shall in any case remain indarcits actual form and
content for those Members which have ratified it liave not ratified the
revising Convention.

Article 18

The English and French versions of the text of @asivention are equally
authoritative.

14 NOY)

R184 Home Work Recommendation, 1996
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Recommendation concerning Home Work
Recommendation:R184

Place: Geneva

Session of the Conference:83

Date of adoption=20:06:1996

|. Definitions and Scope of Application
e |l. General Provisions
e |ll. Supervision of Home Work
e [V. Minimum Age
« V. The Rights to Organize and Bargain Collectively
e VI. Remuneration
e VII. Occupational Safety and Health
e VIII. Hours of Work, Rest Periods and Leave
e IX. Social Security and Maternity Protection
e X. Protection in Case of Termination of Employment
e Xl. Resolution of Disputes
e XIl. Programmes Related to Home Work
e XIll. Access to Information
The General Conference of the International Lalfongranization,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Bbthe International Labour
Office, and having met in its Eighty-third Sessam4 June 1996, and

Recalling that many international labour Convergiand Recommendations laying
down standards of general application concerningking conditions are applicable to
homeworkers, and

Noting that the particular conditions charactegzimme work make it desirable to
improve the application of those Conventions andoRenendations to homeworkers,
and to supplement them by standards which takeaintount the special characteristics
of home work, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain projsosih regard to home work,
which is the fourth item on the agenda of the sessind

Having determined that these proposals shall ta&dédrm of a Recommendation
supplementing the Home Work Convention, 1996;
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adopts, this twentieth day of June of the yeartbnasand nine hundred and ninety-six,
the following Recommendation, which may be citedh@sHome Work
Recommendation, 1996:

|. Definitions and Scope of Application

For the purposes of this Recommendation:

a.

b.

the ternmhome work means work carried out by a person, to be referred

to as a homeworker,

I. in his or her home or in other premises of hidier choice, other
than the workplace of the employer;

ii. for remuneration;

ili.  which results in a product or service as sfiatiby the
employer, irrespective of who provides the equipmernaterials
or other inputs used, unless this person has tiedaf
autonomy and of economic independence necessagy to
considered an independent worker under nationa, law
regulations or court decisions;

persons with employee status do not become horkevs within the

meaning of this Recommendation simply by occasippairforming
their work as employees at home, rather than atubkaal workplaces;

the termemployer means a person, natural or legal, who, either tiijrec
or through an intermediary, whether or not interiaieels are provided
for in national legislation, gives out home workpmrsuance of his or
her business activity.

2. This Recommendation applies to all persons rayigut home work within the
meaning of Paragraph 1.

Il1. General Provisions

3.

1.

Each Member should, according to national lad/ @actice, designate

an authority or authorities entrusted with the folation and

implementation of the national policy on home woaferred to in

Article 3 of the Convention.

2. As far as possible, use should be made of tipdoodies or
organizations of employers and workers in the fdatmn and
implementation of this national policy.

3. Inthe absence of organizations concerned vathdworkers or
organizations of employers of homeworkers, the @utghor authorities
referred to in subparagraph (1) should make seitalvthngements to
permit these workers and employers to express dipgwWons on this

national policy and on the measures adopted tcemght it.
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4. Detailed information, including data classifectording to sex, on the extent
and characteristics of home work should be compitedikept up to date to
serve as a basis for the national policy on homewaad for the measures
adopted to implement it. This information shouldpodlished and made

publicly available.

1. A homeworker should be kept informed of his er $pecific conditions
of employment in writing or in any other appropeiahanner consistent
with national law and practice.

2. This information should include, in particular:

a.

C.

the name and address of the employer and #renadiary, if
any,

the scale or rate of remuneration and the mesthbdalculation;
and

the type of work to be performed.

[11. Supervison of Home Work

6. The competent authority at the national level, avhere appropriate, at the
regional, sectoral or local levels, should provioleregistration of employers of
homeworkers and of any intermediaries used by sogfloyers. For this
purpose, such authority should specify the inforomémployers should submit

or keep at the authority's disposal.

1. Employers should be required to notify the com@pieauthority when
they give out home work for the first time.

2. Employers should keep a register of all homeekclassified
according to sex, to whom they give work.

3. Employers should also keep a record of worlgassi to a homeworker

which shows:

a. the time allocated;

b. the rate of remuneration;

c. costs incurred, if any, by the homeworker ardamount
reimbursed in respect of them;

d. any deductions made in accordance with natiamed and
regulations; and

e. the gross remuneration due and the net remuoregzid,

together with the date of payment.
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4. A copy of the record referred to in subparagr@)rshould be provided
to the homeworker.

8. Inso far as it is compatible with national land practice concerning respect for
privacy, labour inspectors or other officials estad with enforcing provisions
applicable to home work should be allowed to etiterparts of the home or
other private premises in which the work is caroed.

9. In cases of serious or repeated violations @fdtvs and regulations applicable
to home work, appropriate measures should be takanding the possible
prohibition of giving out home work, in accordanegh national law and

practice.

V. Minimum Age

10. National laws and regulations concerning mimmage for admission to
employment or work should apply to home work.

V. The Rightsto Organize and Bargain Collectively
11. Legislative or administrative restrictions ¢her obstacles to:

a. the exercise of the right of homeworkers tolsistatheir own
organizations or to join the workers' organizatiohgheir choice and to
participate in the activities of such organizaticansd

b. the exercise of the right of organizations ahbaorkers to join trade
union federations or confederations, should betifikshand eliminated.

12. Measures should be taken to encourage colielotivgaining as a means of
determining the terms and conditions of work of bararkers.

V1. Remuneration

13. Minimum rates of wages should be fixed for hamoek, in accordance with
national law and practice.

14.

1. Rates of remuneration of homeworkers shouldxeé fpreferably by
collective bargaining, or in its absence, by:

a. decisions of the competent authority, after atiing) the most
representative organizations of employers and okers as well
as organizations concerned with homeworkers argetbd
employers of homeworkers, or where the latter argdions do
not exist, representatives of homeworkers and pil@yars of
homeworkers; or

b. other appropriate wage-fixing machinery at tagomal, sectoral
or local levels.
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2. Where rates of remuneration are not fixed byafrtbe means in
subparagraph (1) above, they should be fixed byeagent between the
homeworker and the employer.

15. For specified work paid by the piece, the cdteemuneration of a homeworker
should be comparable to that received by a work#éna enterprise of the
employer, or if there is no such worker, in anotheterprise in the branch of

activity and region concerned.
16. Homeworkers should receive compensation for:

a. costs incurred in connection with their worlkglsas those relating to the
use of energy and water, communications and maintenof machinery

and equipment; and

b. time spent in maintaining machinery and equigmamanging tools,
sorting, unpacking and packing, and other suchaijoers.

17.

0. National laws and regulations concerning theqmtion of wages should
apply to homeworkers.

1. National laws and regulations should ensurephafestablished criteria
are set for deductions and should protect homews&gainst
unjustified deductions for defective work or spaiaterials.

2. Homeworkers should be paid either on deliverganfh completed work
assignment or at regular intervals of not more tinag& month.

18. Where an intermediary is used, the intermediad/the employer should be
made jointly and severally liable for payment of temuneration due to
homeworkers, in accordance with national law arattire.

VI1I. Occupational Safety and Health

19. The competent authority should ensure the missgion of guidelines
concerning the safety and health regulations aedgutions that employers and
homeworkers are to observe. Where practicableetheslelines should be
translated into languages understood by homewarkers

20. Employers should be required to:

a. inform homeworkers of any hazards that are knomought to be
known to the employer associated with the work gyikeethem and of
the precautions to be taken, and provide them, evappropriate, with
the necessary training;

b. ensure that machinery, tools or other equipmpemtided to
homeworkers are equipped with appropriate safeticee and take
reasonable steps to ensure that they are propamaimed; and

c. provide homeworkers free of charge with any sgag/ personal
protective equipment.
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21. Homeworkers should be required to:
a. comply with prescribed safety and health measure

b. take reasonable care for their own safety aattthand that of other
persons who may be affected by their acts or oomssat work,
including the proper use of materials, machineyg)g and other
equipment placed at their disposal.

22.

1. A homeworker who refuses to carry out work whiehor she has
reasonable justification to believe presents animant and serious
danger to his or her safety or health should béepted from undue
consequences in a manner consistent with natiomalittons and
practice. The homeworker should report the situatiothe employer
without delay.

2. Inthe event of an imminent and serious dang¢hé safety or health of
a homeworker, his or her family or the public, atsedmined by a labour
inspector or other public safety official, the donation of home work
should be prohibited until appropriate measureg li@en taken to
remedy the situation.

VI1Il. Hoursof Work, Rest Periods and L eave

23. A deadline to complete a work assignment shoatddeprive a homeworker of
the possibility to have daily and weekly rest corapée to that enjoyed by other
workers.

24. National laws and regulations should estalitishconditions under which
homeworkers should be entitled to benefit, as otmkers, from paid public
holidays, annual holidays with pay and paid sick/ée

I X. Social Security and M aternity Protection

25. Homeworkers should benefit from social secyitytection. This could be done
by:

a. extending existing social security provisionfidoneworkers;
b. adapting social security schemes to cover horriexws; or
c. eveloping special schemes or funds for homewsrke

26. National laws and regulations in the field @fternity protection should apply
to homeworkers.

X. Protection in Case of Termination of Employment

27. Homeworkers should benefit from the same ptmtie@s that provided to other
workers with respect to termination of employment.

XI. Resolution of Disputes
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28. The competent authority should ensure thaethex mechanisms for the
resolution of disputes between a homeworker arehgsloyer or any
intermediary used by the employer.

XI11. Programmes Related to Home Work
29.

1. Each Member should, in cooperation with orgdimna of employers
and workers, promote and support programmes which:

a. inform homeworkers of their rights and the kinflassistance
available to them;

b. raise awareness of home-work-related issues @employers'
and workers' organizations, non-governmental opgdioins and
the public at large;

c. facilitate the organization of homeworkers igamizations of
their own choosing, including cooperatives;

d. provide training to improve homeworkers' skiigcluding non-
traditional skills, leadership and negotiatingIskilproductivity,
employment opportunities and income-earning cayacit

e. provide training which is carried out as closggacticable to the
workers' homes and does not require unnecessamaffor
gualifications;

f. improve homeworkers' safety and health suchydadiitating
their access to equipment, tools, raw materialscther essential
materials that are safe and of good quality;

g. facilitate the creation of centres and netwdokshomeworkers in
order to provide them with information and serviaes reduce
their isolation;

h. facilitate access to credit, improved housing emld care; and
I. promote recognition of home work as valid worperience.
2. Access to these programmes should be ensuredaichomeworkers.

3. Specific programmes should be adopted to elimiokild labour in
home work.

XI111. Accessto Information

30. Where practicable, information concerning the sgimd protection of
homeworkers and the obligations of employers towa@meworkers, as well as
the programmes referred to in Paragraph 29, shmujorovided in languages
understood by homeworkers.
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